Millions March Protest- Quick Guide and Packet 



Packet includes: Quick Guide, NYCLU Protester's Guide, ACLU Know Your Rights Card, {A)BC's 

Mini Guide to Protesting 



Bring: Water, Food (non-perishable snacks rule). Comfortable clothing and shoes, cash (for 
bail, bring $50 if possible), pad and pen, prescription meds in marked bottle, a plastic zip bag 
or other waterproof container to keep things dry. Glasses instead of contacts if possible. LAW 
solution (a 50/50 mix of liquid antacid and water) if desired. 

Don't Bring: Alcohol or drugs, weapons, address books/organizers (or phones without 
password protection enabled), other things you wouldn't want the police to find if you're 
arrested. Use caution/discretion with balaclavas, bandanas, and other facial coverings, NY 
law prohibits gatherings (two or more) of people wearing masks or any other identity- 
concealing facial cover. 



Before you arrive: Write the NLG arrest hotline number (212-679-6018) on the inside of 
your arm. Consider backups for your critical considerations for up to a few days (If you're 

arrested/detained, what's the plan to pick up your child/contact your job/feed your cat/ 
etc. ?). Consider forming affinity groups (see (A)BC document), and learn your role. Jail 
Support should a gather a list for your group that includes an emergency contact (who should 
be called if person is arrested), critical meds, and other considerations as listed above. If at 
all possible, this list should be anonymized (use nicknames, etc.) and it should be kept on the 
password -protected phone (see below) of a person who is staying as far as possible from all 
risky activities. 

***Password protect your phone: Password protection can guard your phone from casual 
searches, but it can still be circumvented by law enforcement or other sophisticated 
adversaries. Text messages, as a rule, can be read and stored by your phone company or by 
surveillance equipment in the area, such as Stingrays. (Via EFF) 



When you arrive/during the protest: Actively monitor what is happening around you and try 
to align where you locate yourself with the level of risk you are willing to accept. It varies 
with specific circumstances, but typically sidewalks are the safest place to be. If you're Legal 
or Jail Support in an affinity group, monitor any police interactions with other members but 
do so from a safe distance. Be aware of potential undercover officers and agents 
provocateurs, they tend to be alone/in very small groups and gung-ho about escalation, 
official police action will usually follow them very closely. 



***Avoid kettles: Kettling is a control and containment method often used by police, 
especially in New York. Sometimes it is possible to see a kettle being formed and to move 
away quickly before the kettle closes, but it is often hard to see it coming. Processions which 
move quickly are more difficult to kettle, but may be easier to split up or disperse. Police 
may be reluctant to form kettles at key strategic locations (outside a possible protester 
target, for example, or major road junction), or where protesters are difficult to isolate from 
members of the public. In NYC, kettling is often done with large banner-like strips of orange 
fencing, so watch for those and if you see one, divert immediately. 



If there are arrests: If arrests happen nearby you, try to obtain arrestee information from a 
safe distance even if you are not the Legal/Jail Support roles in an affinity group, and even if 
the arrestees are not from your affinity group. Write down everything you can. The name of 
the arrestee(s), the time/location, any names or badge numbers you can see (or police 
vehicle information), and a brief narrative of what transpired. Report these arrests 
immediately to the NLG hotline (212-679-6018). 

If you are arrested: Resisting arrest will likely increase your charges, and could also result in 
physical injury, so it is strongly recommended that you do not resist arrest in any way even if 
you believe your arrest is unjust. If observers from your group are present, try to make sure 
that they know you are being arrested and that someone has your name. If you are under 
arrest, you have a right to ask why. Otherwise, say you wish to remain silent and ask for a 
lav/yer immediately. Don't give any explanations or excuses. Don't say anything, sign anything, 
or make any decisions without a lawyer. You have the right to make a local phone call (I 
recommend calling the NLG hotline at 212-679-6018), and if you're calling your lav/yer, 
police are not allowed to listen. (Via various/ACLU) 



Other resources: 
Beforehand: 

More on Affinity Groups: 

http://vmw.seedsforchange.org.uk/affinitvgroups.pdf 

"Excited Delerium", an exhaustive guide of "less-than-lethal" weapons used by police, and 
how to defend against them: 

http://vyvm.tangledwilderness.org/excited-delerium/ 
Day of: 

Follow #MillionsMarch, follow ©NYCLU, ©NLGNYC, ©thisstopstoday. @NYCLU specifically has 
confirmed for me that they intend to tweet locations of arrests observed by their team of 
legal observers. 



